
McNeel Mill, Mill Point 

TV 19*. Piooeer Day* souvenir badge features the McNeel Mill which 
auade beeide L S. Route 219 at Mill Point. 

Mill Point had a fort to protect the settlers in the area from the Indians 
before it had s mill. It is known it waa there at least by 1774 and called 
Fort 0a> a: that time. A family by the name of Day had a cabin on the hill 
abo«* the Mill. They later settled on the head of Williams River. Joehoa 
Beekley is said to have helped build the fort and it was known as Fort 
Soehley also Valentine Cackley [Kackley or Keckleyl came from near 
Winchester about 1776 and the fort and community became known aa 
Cackley. The poet office of Cackley waa established Feb. 7, 1822. with 
Valentine Cackley as postmaster. The post office of Mill Point was 
established la 1815. The name came from the hill pouting off between the 
twc sirrazna of Stomping Creek [not Stamping, according to Richard 

Valentin* Cackley and his brother, John, built the first mill here soon 
after 1778. The two were sous of Jacob Kackley and the family were 
farmers and millers near Winchester. John returned to Frederick County 
and later went to Ohio. The name was Coqoelia. a French name, when the 
family came from Rotterdam to Philadelphia in 1736. Kerabeval's History 
•f the Shenandoah Valley says John and Valentine were big boys and good 
Indiaa fighters. 

Cosin records shew that in 1791 William Taylor, a poor infant, was 
—d to learn the art of blnckamithing by Valentine Cackley at his mill. 
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The mfll was a round pole |aa differentiated from hewed timber*] 
of “n-fi Stonea. Water waa the propelling power. 

In ISOS Mr. Cackley added a sawing apparatus and ha thus became not 
only the builder of tbe first grist mill but of the firat aaw mill aa weU. Tbe 
water for these mUla came from tbe spring and McNeel Ron above the 
present rock quarry.near Stella Cloonan's and not from the spring that 
furnished the water for tbe mill now standing. 

Tbe Cackley* sold this first upper mill in 1634 to Sampson Lockhart 
Mathews, who married Nancy Edgar. He wan County Surveyor and was 
the grandfather of the McClintic family; he is buried on the hill 
overlooking Mill Point. 

The land was later bought by Isaac McNeel, who built the present mill 
sometime around 1860. Joe McNeel, the present owner of the mill and 
grandson of Isaac, says the mill stones, which were used to grind the 
cornmeal, cracked com and buckwheat, were Imported from France. They 
weighed a thousand to 1500 pounds and had to be sharpened every two 
years with a special chisel as the grooves had to be precise. It took IV* 
minutes to make one revolution--if it went too fast it scorched tbe meal. A 
water bos over the wheel fed the right amount of water, directing tbe 
excess over the side, and ■ gate al tbe race also regulated tbe flow of 
water. 

Tbe trunking to bring the water to the mill was firat made of boll pine 
and was an open trough. The water went from the race over the penstock 
and dropped into the turbine. When this turbine was changed to th# 
present overshot water wheel, round metal trunking to carry tbe water 
installed. A boiler, taken off of a traction engine, aided in dry times. 

Tbe mil] last ran in 1941. Guy Dalton was the last miller, for about 
fifteen years. There was a flash flood on the bead of Stomping Creek in 
1935 and it washed the creek so badly they never could get h built back to 
run the water through the race properly. 

In this flood of '35 the water came within 3 or 4 inches of the platform 
where the grinding rocks were set. A house washed off of ita foundation# 
and a blacksmith shop waahed entirely away |»omeone stole tbe anvil 
following the flood’. In tbe mill the rat* floated on boarda-ll was 3 or 4 
veara before tbe rata came back. 

Downstream thrtc or four hundred Yards there waa a dill, known aa lla 
lower mfll. erected by Valentine Cackley. Jr., a son of the piooaar already 
named. A more recent lower mill at this location waa apparently boat 
somewhat Latet than the present upper mfll. There waa a wool oartgig 
machine aleo. This mill was later owned and operated by the nog *m 
famili Tbe flood of 1935 washed the foundation and soon part ol me 
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OLD GRIST HILLS 

*nburg, Virgin- Under the ?*ptlon "Onr Old Crl»t forcibly why the-Farm Board hi 
. .inn. October 31, Mill*," Charlee Carpenter writes n failed— the Farm Board which wa; 
,HI a week. He piece for the November number Of Mr. Bouvet's attempt to keep l.i 
. burg th* night th* West Vlrglnl* Review He write* com pa! gn pledge, to protide "roller 
u follow* about the McNe*l mill at for the firmer*. Mr. Parker ran 
the- funeril MlIIpoint, rocahontai County: thais conclusive ttcV 

11,1 the Methodist - "One old otershot gr*ln mill In demonstrate the Hoc 
.-.•rs taking part Wait Virginia, barring accidental do- dollar piece of furn 
>v. o. G Oliver, strucllon, will likely stand many more harm than rm 
Neel. of Roanoke; years yet. TI.H 1* the McNeel mill proceeded on Ui* bl. 

Of Ccvlngtont and at Mill Point In the Greenbrier Val- that relief must on p 

• of Harrisonburg, ley. This mill was built by an anew*, cing production Irwu 

cemetery. So tor of Judge neorga W. McCIIntio, of markets; that Instead 
-cation of friends the United States District Court for hu,ers It has place. 
r,-i, wa* packed to southern Weat Virginia, and re- their way: that It hv 
—jld not get In.- raalned In the ownanhlpof the Mo- lie that Its function i 
the third child CTIntlc family until after the Civil one or salesmanship h 
t. W. Brill, of Mar- T ' , ~ .>— 

■ ;rn in Hampshire 
. isS7. Of a fatn- 

i, he l» the second __ 

Mr*. W. L.. Davis, built by Velentli----—- 

-an a year since, place was long known a* Ctcklcy ef the world' 

. 5. J. Rexrode, of Town. Workonlhe pr;-r::t 

Ira Crider, Swift started Just before the Civil War. F- 

-rs. Rev. R. L. Some work was done on the mill dur- States furnished.onlj 
. irg. W. O. Brill of Ing the war, but it was notcompletad On the other band, 

* .yd M. BriU, of until about:a year after hostilities years, cotton 
had ceased- zzzz ~“: — 

Miss Lura Moore, undergoing rspalrs, the mill has bet . 

I'rof. John S: operated without interruption. The Mr. 
n. Their home mill Is at present owned by Dr. II. cotton 
. t children. Mar- W. McNeel of Hillsboro, Pocahontas Hence 
? Mi Id rad, Lola County. The miller Is 

wlm lives at Milt Point, 
rteen jeers he was "The original wr 
rch of his fath- mill was a wooden__ 

• -.-ren, by hi* rath- of years ago the wooden wheel 

to Marlinton, he replacedby a " ‘ * 

- transferred by Iron. T>.:; ..., 

them Methodist diameter- la as large allali 
-Morau of Dr. wheelsgo. **: 
j-k an active, proxlmately slxty-sii feet, 
tre work of the face Is three^feet and a half 
‘The 

-.-unity caused — 
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War. The house In which Judge tlon of production. n\>oY* YlOUr'V.k 

McCHntlc was born standi ou the lit- Note cotton, for eiample. In 1928- wrv«,» iA 

He hill Just above the mill. 21). the last year of free markeu un- ' 

"A former mill at this location w»s hampered by the Farm Board, the 
— ' Cackley, and the United Stales furnl»h*d 60 per cent 

lUks -rrld's consumption of raw ., 

■ ill was cotton; In 1U3U-3I, after two years of 

‘ ~ Board "relief," the United . ; 

If 45 per cent. 

I, In those two 

. t ..... , _ grown outalde the ^ 

Since then, except when United Stales bought by spinners 

. .I 

produced In any country. J - **- m^v***** 

PM!_ _ 'hen attempts are made to Marlinton, W. V*. 

J. C. Webb, hold the price of United States col- __ 

.. ton abov* a world price, many spin- 

rater wheel of this ners Just turn to cotton product-din A rKATUt 

» one: but a number other countries." OM» ^ ( » TO g|*d 

was Profitable cotton growing In the ^ ,, Ar# not; . b „, r yMr , to,, 

_ rheel made entirely of United States depends upon in un- Life's struggle soon Is over, wl; 

This wheel, twenty-one feet In restricted world market, not upon Mll 

- nC_'.. water- artiUcInl efforts to peg world prices. To rneot, leather, Thy throne? 

Its circumference Is ap- Practical Government aid to the cob 

- and lla ton grower should be limited to help- Thankful for riper years; 

_ across. Ing him to produce the most salable Thy guard and guidance o'er 

which furnishes the commodity at the lowest cost and to made we've coroe 
- - power for the mill comes rnuu alaigs clearing trade channels of all ub«M- Thy Presence through the day 
7 death or the spring a fourth of a mile away. The clcs. World credlw noware mslsd- night's dark hours. 

- -nt and use- water Is carried along the hillside In lusted; tariff walla check reciprocal Love, light and lead ms home. 
i..«d a* he ver- a race to a point about a hundred feet trade. The right sort of Government _. , . ... 

•‘ u <»m- from the mill, and Is from there con- co-operation can reduce International B i r V t i.l!i cl*». 

Of hie power, v.)cl across to the water wheel In a debt to a practical basis; It can read- Illuoiluo spirit land more deal 
mtM ripening large Iron pipe on trestle work. The Just tariff harriers; It could give as- , . .. 

- v u. who wat-r wheel, being much larger than surancth.t Farm Board cotton will £ enslgn^aholler 

•.••illy needed the wooden over-shot wheels, catching not be dumped on an unwilling world Thau any crua* f me. 
v “ dhU mo,,t »*ter In each pocket, and being market; It could refuse to consider nelp us to higher plane; 

mf ' f * n »» f, r pvrfwt mechanically, re- export debenture* and equalisation A)ono | n darkest hours have I 

* ago Mr voire* much faster than the old-type fees. "Literally," says Mr. Parkar. pale light.* 

' wheels. "hundred* of millions of people on of **rth born* »ngels—th*r* « 

• m book- Although the water-wheel and the earth now ncod the product of more pain— 

" ‘ t f »nen»l*elon gearing of Uie McReel United buteo-grown cotton, but they s u oreaie triumphant nights. 

•*i rapidly, mill are pvtaluvta of our time, the rest lack the means of translating Uielr 

- / •" ->f the mill I* old —practically what It own surplus prntluoU Into huylng Why should w* have a fear, 

. -ar-r-liv I-Halways been. Tli* grinding ms- ;e»wer. The mast effective "farm For Shepherd of the sheep bldi 

ir,*rr k« almost the seme aa that In relli-f Imaginable would come from come near, 

^ u, « " l, l rallle. and Uie frame »r revlvwl nxilldencw among Investor* Under the shadow of HU wing i 

u . '<* lw.Hdr.Hi a'-l of Mm n.Klianl.ui U and help to the people who would HI* loving care U there. 

. "’'m*'* ’'*** »>e"e«l timber*, a* | n other now buy our surplus w ere they gble * J. W. Piio*, M 


AAOTUt PARTHU 


That 







I fC . l^iu uJ~ Ml Po.jU 


^ ( ^yL by >J o L ^a.c. 4 ^/e^ £ 0 a/*/ p* /o 

^ {jj*-r Us*. • // 

^ ► ' 7 ~ a ~'"' Ca.±U4y 


4 


fl(o9 I *% /fj* O^o £u~y.ye*~ ^ *^ Wf 


v7 & i j, /^7 A* 4. f”4ju^j /V^C/«>s/l 


,H 

«- /^.T ^ nT;aa t {ntfJuJt %+rC~o 

S L_r^1~ dis/oxt*. 


U^i li- a. I***-' 
f6_* c L£> 

jU <U^< ~ *** ^ 

.' f / O-/- ‘V l ' vv * ^ 




fituj t 


/^ Oj/’/i J"u*~.<k ^ 2 >.//«s J 

^ 7 7 y 




^|4vvhu4-^ 


f t^. 4 r j 





